
COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
Like the deer that yearns for               
running streams, 
so my soul is yearning for you, 
my God; 
my soul is thirsting for God, the 
living God. 

A Living Community 
6 September 2026 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 

St John the Evangelist Parish Dapto 

 Welcome to St John’s 
Come in and sit down, relax, don't stress.  I welcome you to our beautiful parish & church.   Please feel welcome and tell me if you need  anything.                      

Keep Smiling,  Francis Tran PP 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

Mon - Closed | Tues - Fri  9am - 4pm 

 Parish Secretary:   Jenny Gibson 

24 Jerematta St  Dapto NSW 2530 

PH: 02 4261 1315   

Fr Francis: 0413 449 821 

E: dapto@dow.org.au   |   W: stjohnsdapto.org.au 

ST JOHN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 

School Principal -  Mrs Michelle Rodwell 

PH:   4261 4611 

E:  info@sjddow.catholic.edu.au 

SECOND READING                          Romans 13:8-10 
Your only debt should be the debt of mutual love 
Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of mutual 
love. If you love your fellow men you have carried 
out your obligations. All the commandments: You 
shall not commit adultery, you shall not kill, you 
shall not steal, you shall not covet, and so on, are 
summed up in this single command: You must love 
your neighbour as yourself. Love is the one thing 
that cannot hurt your neighbour; that is why it is 
the answer to every one of the commandments.     

 

FIRST READING                                       Ezekiel 33:7-9 
If you do not speak to the wicked man, I will hold 
you responsible for his death 
The word of the Lord was addressed to me as             
follows: ‘Son of man, I have appointed you as             
sentry to the House of Israel. When you hear a 
word from my mouth, warn them in my name. If I 
say to a wicked man: Wicked wretch, you are to 
die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked man 
to renounce his ways, then he shall die for his sin, 
but I will hold you responsible for his death. If, 
however, you do warn a wicked man to renounce 
his ways and repent, and he does not repent, then 
he shall die for his sin, but you yourself will have 
saved your life.’                                

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON  
You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is right; 
treat your servant in accord with your merciful 
love. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

O that today you would listen to his voice! Harden 
not your hearts.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to                 
himself; 
and the Good News of reconciliation he has en-
trusted to us.  Alleluia! 

GOSPEL                                           Matthew 18:15-20 
If your brother listens to you, you have won back 
your brother 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your brother does                  
something wrong, go and have it out with him 
alone, between your two selves. If he listens to 
you, you have won back your brother. If he does 
not listen, take one or two others along with you: 
the evidence of two or three witnesses is required 
to sustain any charge. But if he refuses to listen to 
these, report it to the community; and if he refuses 
to listen to the community, treat him like a pagan 
or a tax collector. 
‘I tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on earth 
shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you 
loose on earth shall be considered loosed in             
heaven. 
‘I tell you solemnly once again, if two of you on 
earth agree to ask anything at all, it will be granted 
to you by my Father in heaven. For where two or 
three meet in my name, I shall be there with them.’                               



BECOME A VINNIES MEMBER  
If you  would like to join Vinnies and help the                     

disadvantaged in our local area please                   

contact Denis on 0413 589 896 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

 Children's Liturgy is a time, within the main church             

service, that the children get to learn about the 

Gospel at their level. It is enriched with            

discussion, song, activities and prayer.                 

Worksheets, related to the Gospel, will be 

available in the foyer for children to access if 

you cannot attend the 9.30am mass.   

EUCHARIST28 UPDATE: Eternal Life in the Eucharist  

The International Eucharistic Congress (‘Eucharist28’) is 

coming to Sydney in 2028! At every Mass, the celebra-

tion of the Eucharist is a moment of communion, where 

we are united in Christ, who’s body and blood we share.  

In the Scriptures, Jesus tells us, “Whoever eats my flesh 

and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise 

them up on the last day.” (John 6:54) Through the Eu-

charist, Christ unites us to Himself and draws us into the 

eternal life He promises.  This invitation is for everyone, 

even those who have died. At each Mass, the Church 

offers the Eucharistic sacrifice for the faithful departed, 

that they may experience eternal life and unity with 

Christ. To help your parish and community experience 

this moment of Eucharistic renewal on the journey to 

Eucharist28, head to eucharist28.org for more. 

Please Pray For the Repose of the Souls of the 

Faithful  Departed— 

Anniversaries / Special Intentions: Daniel Micallef 

& Joe Agius, Patrick Irwin, Anthony Cutajar,               

Anthony Farrugia, Joseph, Tony & Tania Formosa. 

 

BAPTISMS 

This week we welcome in to the Catholic faith 

community Anja Tsatsarontis & Parker Gliddon. 

Happy Father’s Day! 

Wishing all fathers, grandfathers and father               

figures a very happy Father’s Day. May God 

bless you for the love, care and guidance you 

give to your families. 

ST CARLO ACUTIS RELIC AND DISPLAY COMING HERE IN 

SEPTEMBER!  

Our diocese is excited to be hosting the International    

Carlo Acutis Major Relic Pilgrimage between 14-21                     

September 2026. The relic will visit the parishes of Oran 

Park (Mon 14th), Rosemeadow (Tue 15th) Nowra (Wed 

16- Thurs 17th), and the Wollongong Cathedral (Fri 18 - 

Mon 21), with opportunities for veneration of the first-

class relic of St Carlo, participating in the sacraments, and 

visiting St Carlo's own Eucharistic Miracles                               

Exhibition. Everyone, but especially students and young 

adults will be amazed and drawn into a deep experience 

of faith in encountering St Carlo's story, relic and the                                                  

display. Go to https://www.stcarloaustralia.com/ for 

more information. 

FORMATION PATHWAY: The Next Faithful Step 

What is God asking of our parish now? 

Parish renewal isn’t about finding the perfect                             

programme or copying what worked somewhere else.                     

It’s about learning to recognise where God is moving, 

discerning what he may be asking of us, and having the 

courage to take the next faithful step. 

This important formation is for clergy, parish and minis-

try leaders, and parishioners, and is the perfect prepa-

ration for the Parish Renewal Summit in October. 

Campbelltown: Tuesday 1 September, 7:00–9:00pm 

Wollongong + Zoom: Wednesday 2 September, 7:00–

9:00pm 

To register: dow.sh/fpsept2026 

CHURCH ROSTER   

The next Church roster will be out in the coming weeks.  

If you would like to volunteer to read at any of the            

masses, please write your contact details and preferred 

mass on the sheet in the foyer of the Church.  

PARISH RETREAT DAY 
Ss Peter and Paul Church, 92 Manning Street, Kiama 
Friday 11 September, Starting at 8:30am 
(Registration from 8:00am) 
The day will include:  
Holy Mass, Adoration, Reconciliation, 
Rosary, Chaplet of Mercy, Faith Formation Talks, 
Time for reflection and/or fellowship. 
Morning and Afternoon Tea will be provided. 
Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders 
of the church and have them pray over them, anointing 
them with oil in the name of the Lord. (James 5:14) 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/92+Manning+Street,%C2%A0+Kiama?entry=gmail&source=g


JUBILEE OF ST FRANCIS  
Warrawong and Thirroul parishes warmly welcome 
pilgrimage groups to visit them during the Jubilee Year 
of St Francis. A plenary indulgence is available, under 
the usual conditions, to all the faithful "who, with a 
heart detached from sin, participate in the Year of 
Saint Francis by visiting, in the form of a pilgrimage, 
any Franciscan conventual church or place of worship 
anywhere in the world dedicated to Saint Fran-
cis" (Decree, 10 January 2026). Both parishes will be 
celebrating the Feast of St Francis with speciales Mass 
on Sunday 4 October 2026. Please contact the parish/
es to arrange a time for your group's visit.  

  

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS - Monday, 5 October at 

9:30am 

As usual, the Blessing of Animals will take place on the 

Monday of the long weekend, 5 October at 9:30am at 

the Parish of Saint Michael, 325 Lawrence Hargrave 

Drive, Thirroul. The blessing takes place in the courtyard 

next to the church. All animals under 800kg and their 

carers are welcome, though please keep the larger               

crocodiles on a tight leash. 

The feast of St Francis of Assisi is celebrated with special 

Masses on Saturday, 3 October at 5:30pm and on Sun-

day, 4 October, at 8:00am – pets are welcome at both 

Masses. 

Blessed are you, Lord God, maker of all living creatures. 

May we always praise you for all your beauty in                       

creation. We show our respect for the Creator by our 

stewardship of creation. Care for the earth is not just an 

Earth Day slogan, it is a requirement of our faith. We are 

called to protect people and the planet, living our faith 

in relationship with all of God’s creation. This environ-

mental challenge has fundamental moral and ethical 

dimensions that cannot be ignored. 

Renewed & Sent: Parish Renewal Summit  
Bishop Brian Mascord invites you to the Renewed & 
Sent Parish Renewal Summit, to be held at St               
Gregory's College, Campbelltown, from 1–3 October 
2026.  
Join clergy, religious, lay leaders, ministry volunteers 
and parishioners from across the Diocese of                         
Wollongong for three days of inspiring keynote   
presentations, practical workshops, prayer, and             
opportunities to connect with others who share a          
passion for the future of our parishes.  
This opportunity aligns with Bishop Brian Mascord's 
Come & See, Go & Make: A Vision for Parishes, helping 
us to grow as communities where people encounter 
Jesus, become his disciples, and are sent to share the 
Gospel.  
Whether you come on your own or as part of a parish 
team, you'll leave encouraged, inspired, and equipped 
with practical ideas to help your parish grow in faith, 
mission, and community.  
For the full program and registrations, visit  

renewedandsent.com.au.  

COMPASS CATHOLIC FAMILY CAMPING WEEKEND  

 Registrations are now open for our next CCFC              

Weekend planned for Friday 16 - Sunday 18 October. 

Join with families from across the Diocese for a                 

relaxed weekend of family fun, faith and food! For 

more information and to register go to: dow.sh/

familycamping26 

World Youth Day Seoul 2027 – Diocesan Pilgrimage 

One Year to go until World Youth Day Seoul 2027!     

Applications are open for the Diocese of Wollongong's 

pilgrimage. If you're interested in joining thousands of 

young Catholics from around the world for this once-in-

a-lifetime experience of faith, community and                             

pilgrimage, visit dow.org.au/wyd27 for information on 

the itinerary, costs, travel arrangements and FAQs.                  

An information night will be held on Wednesday 2 Sep-

tember 2026 from 6-8pm at the Xavier Conference 

Rooms (38 Harbour St Wollongong) to provide further 

information and provide a chance for potential pilgrims 

to meet each other. Anyone looking to apply is required 

to attend this session.   Join our mailing list at dow.sh/

wyd27 to receive the latest updates and announce-

ments. 

MARRIAGE AND RELATIONSHIP EDUCATION  

CatholicCare’s Marriage and Relationship Education 

support couples to strengthen and renew their relation-

ship. Guided by experienced facilitators, you’ll build 

connection through practical tools and shared learning. 

Choose Prepare for couples planning marriage or Enrich 

to deepen and strengthen your bond.  To learn more or 

register, call 1800 967 894 

Cursillo Diocesan Women’s Encounter, Thursday 10 
September to Sunday 13 September 2026 Carmel 
House Varroville  
Cursillo is a life changing experience providing a                
method to support and nurture our faith journey and 
enable us to live vibrant Gospel oriented lives. The 
weekend will include talks, discussions fostering friend-
ship, daily Mass, spiritual direction, good music, fun and 
laughter.  Cost: $320 (payment options available) covers 
all meals, accommodation,      resources and activities. 
Enquiries: Shirley Parker 0431 513 109 cursillo3day-
weekend@hotmail.com   dow.sh/cursillo  



 

Tuesday Mass 5pm 

Wednesday Mass 9.30am 

Thursday Mass  

Followed by 

Benediction  

9.30am 

Friday Mass 9.30am 

Saturday Reconciliation 

Rosary 

Mass            

11am - 12pm  

4.30pm 

5pm 

Sunday Mass 

 

 

Baptisms 

7.30am 

9.30am - (Children’s 

Liturgy) 

6pm 

Every Sunday 11am 

MASS TIMES 

Welcome to St John’s! 

Are you new to our Parish?  Have you registered at the office that you attend our church? 

Please feel free to inform us of your arrival in our Parish as we would love to know that you are here and get to know you. 

Please feel free to complete this form and return it to the office or place it in one of the collections at mass. 

 

NAME/S:........................................................................................................................................................................ 

CHILDREN:.................................................................................................................................................................. . 

ADDRESS: ................................................................................................................................................................... 

TELEHONE:.........................................................MOBILE:........................................................................................ 

EMAIL:........................................................................................................................................................................... 

Would you like to join in planned giving to support our Parish?         Yes / Not now 

Please see Fr Francis or contact the office on 4261 1315 

Thank you for making a difference to our Parish 

 

19/20 SEPT  1st reader 2nd reader Extraordinary Minister  Counters 

Sat 5pm P Farrugia  M O’Connor  T Kadmon, P Portelli, C Daly  

M Harnett 

A Harnett 

D Errington  

Sun 7.30am D Barry  D Clegg  E Brennan, D Clegg, M Whatman   

Sun 9.30am P Stephens  L Foy  L Foy, E Gill, M Fleming   

Sun 6pm H Knowles  J Knowles  G Knowles.  

Church Roster - Those offering their time - Thank you 

Baptisms – Sundays 11am.   Bookings through parish  
office. 

Marriages – Please contact Priest 6 months prior to             
wedding date. 

Nursing Home Masses : 

St Luke’s NH:  1st Tue of month at 10.45am 

William Beach NH: 2nd Wed of month at 2pm 

Hammond Care:  3rd Thursday of month at 11am. 

Sick Calls – Please contact Fr Francis or the parish office.  

Wollongong Hospital Chaplain – Fr Joseph - 0475 815 506  

West Dapto Catholic Cemetery - Plots are for sale.   
Please contact the Parish Office. 

THE ORDER OF THE MASS - QR CODE 

Anyone who would like to follow the mass which is 

generally is available from the cards and 

the end of the pews at the entrance of 

the church, can now scan the QR code 

and follow the mass using your device. 


