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— Welcome to St John’s

CATHOLIC PARISH DAFTO

St John the Evangelist Parish Dapto

Divine Mercy Sunday
12 April 2026

Come in and sit down, relax, don't stress. I welcome you to our beautiful parish & church. Please feel welcome and tell me if you need anything.

Keep Smiling, Francis Tran PP

24 Jerematta St Dapto NSW 2530

PARISH OFFICE HOURS

PH: 02 4261 1315

Mon - Closed | Tues - Fri 9am - 4pm

Fr Francis: 0413 449 821

Parish Secretary: Jenny Gibson

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Like newborn infants, you must long for the pure,
spiritual milk, that in him you may grow to salvation,
alleluia.

FIRST READING Acts 2:42-47
The whole community remained faithful to the teaching of
the apostles, to the brotherhood, to the breaking of bread
and to the prayers.

The many miracles and signs worked through the
apostles made a deep impression on everyone.

The faithful all lived together and owned everything in
common; they sold their goods and possessions and
shared out the proceeds among themselves according to
what each one needed.

They went as a body to the Temple every day but met in
their houses for the breaking of bread; they shared their
food gladly and generously; they praised God and were
looked up to by everyone. Day by day the Lord added to
their community those destined to be saved.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love is
everlasting.

SECOND READING 1 Peter 1:3-9
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in
his great mercy has given us a new birth as his sons, by
raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so that we have a sure
hope and the promise of an inheritance that can never be
spoilt or soiled and never fade away, because it is being
kept for you in the heavens. Through your faith, God’s
power will guard you until the salvation which has been
prepared is revealed at the end of time. This is a cause of
great joy for you, even though you may for a short time
have to bear being plagued by all sorts of trials; so that,
when Jesus Christ is revealed, your faith will have been
tested and proved like gold — only it is more precious than
gold, which is corruptible even though it bears testing by
fire —and then you will have praise and glory and honour.
You did not see him, yet you love him; and still without
seeing him, you are already filled with a joy so glorious
that it cannot be described, because you believe; and you
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are sure of the end to which your faith looks forward, that is,
the salvation of your souls.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia! You believe in me, Thomas, because you
have seen me; happy are those who have not seen me, but
still believe! Alleluia!

GOSPEL John 20:19-31
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week,
the doors were closed in the room where the disciples
were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among
them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed
them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with
joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again,
‘Peace be with you.

‘As the Father sent me, so am | sending you.’

After saying this he breathed on them and said:

‘Receive the Holy Spirit.

For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven;

for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was
not with them when Jesus came. When the disciples said,
‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless | see the
holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my finger
into the holes they made, and unless | can put my hand into
his side, | refuse to believe.” Eight days later the disciples
were in the house again and Thomas was with them. The
doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among
them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thom-
as, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me
your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.
Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him:
‘You believe because you can see me.

Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.

There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the
disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. These
are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may have
life through his name.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails,
and do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia.



Please Pray For the Repose of the Souls of the
Faithful Departed—

Recently Deceased: Vilna Costa

Anniversaries/Special Intentions: Massi Dimech

BAPTISMS

This week we welcome in to the Catholic faith
community Florence & Eleanor Greening & Elle
Georgopoulos.

WELCOME FR PETER

Welcome and thank you to Fr Peter Ha who is relieving
for Fr Francis while he is on annual leave. We hope
you enjoy your time with us at St John’s.

All masses/reconciliation will be as normal.

THANK YOU - All Easter Volunteers

Thank you to everyone who assisted in any way for
Holy Week and Easter celebrations. Thank you to all
parishioners who attended which made the celebration
prayerful and meaningful. All of this is what makes St
John’s a truly living faith community. Happy Easter.

CATECHISTS NEEDED

If you feel you can help, please leave a message for
Shirley on 0431 513 109 or
shirleymparker@hotmail.com

What’s on around the Diocese?

Check out upcoming Diocesan events and courses - too
many to list in one place. Subscribe here and we will keep
you in the loop dow.sh/stayingconnected about what’s
happening.

BECOME A VINNIES MEMBER
If you would like to join Vinnies and help the

disadvantaged in our local area please
contact Denis on 0413 589 896

STAY CONNECTED WITH THE PARISH

Facebook search: St John’s Catholic Parish Dapto
O Instagram search: St John’s Parish Dapto
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& § e MOTHER’S DAY RAFFLE

(MOW? Tickets in our Mother’s Day Raffle are
Ve o available in the foyer. Tickets are $2 for
" one ticket or three tickets for $5.

St Jude’s Chamber Choir Concert at The Abbey
Sunday, 19 April 2026

St Jude’s Chamber Choir will be having a concert at
Jamberoo Abbey to raise funds for the Abbey’s
building maintenance effort.

Spend a lovely afternoon listening to magnificent
music brought by the beautiful voices of St Jude’s
Chamber Choir resounding in the acoustics of the
Abbey church. After the concert, we invite you to have
an afternoon tea with us at the Abbey Guestry.

THE TRIBUNAL OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

In 2015, Pope Francis wrote that “charity and mercy
demand that the Church, like a good mother, be near
her children who feel themselves estranged from
her.” The Interdiocesan Tribunal of Sydney, which has
an Office in the Diocese of Wollongong, is a service of
the Church to assist with the pastoral care of Catholics
and non-Catholics who are civilly divorced, and who
are seeking to remarry or who want clarification of
their standing in the Church. The Tribunal also assists
remarried persons seeking to have their current mar-
riage recognised in the Church, and remarried persons
wishing to be baptised or received into the Catholic
Church.

Any divorced person, or a divorced and remarried
person is welcome to contact the Wollongong Office
of the Tribunal to obtain further information, or to
have their status within the Church clarified.
Brochures are available at the back of the church in
the notice board area.

The Wollongong Office of the Tribunal is open Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Thursdays. You are welcome
to contact the Tribunal on 4222
2409 or tribunal@dow.org.au or vis-
it www.tribunal.dow.org.au

SEEKING PEACE & HEALING?

CatholicCare Counselling Can Help Life’s burdens can
feel heavy, but you are not alone. CatholicCare offers
professional counselling rooted in compassion and
guided by the values of faith and hope. Whether you
are facing family challenges, relationship struggles,
grief, or personal concerns, our counsellors walk with
you on the path to healing and renewal. Reach out
today and let us walk with you: Call (02) 4254 9395 or
visit http://www.catholiccare.dow.org.au
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VOCARIS Young Adult Night (18+)

Join us on Saturday 16 May, 6:00-9:30pm at Wilton
Community Centre for a soul-quenching evening of
faith, community, and fun! Enjoy a practical session
on bwldmg a prayer life and the sacraments, E ’

DIOCESAN YOUTH SPORTS FESTIVAL

Young people from ages 15 to 35 are invited to come
together for the very first Diocesan Youth Sports
Festival- a huge day of sport, faith and community.
When: Saturday 18 April 2026

Time: 9.30am — 2:00pm

Where: Holy Spirit College, Bellambi

Cost: $50 per team | $10 per person

Grab your friends, cousins, youth group or young adult
crew and form a team of 7+ to compete in a fast-paced
round-robin tournament. The twist? Teams vote on the
main sport of the day, so register early and get training!
Prefer something lower intensity? A table tennis com-
petition will run throughout the day with plenty of
chances to jump in. Morning tea and a BBQ lunch are
included.

Register here: dow.sh/youthsportsfest

Cari PROJECT"
+‘i & Caritas COMPASSION
[ 3 AUSTRALIA FOR aLL FUTURE GENERATIONS

Caritas Australia sincerely
thanks you for your gener-
ous support of Project Compassion this Lent.

If you still have your Project Compassion box or donation
envelope at home, please return it next week at Mass.
Every contribution, no matter the size, helps to bring
hope and opportunity to people experiencing poverty
and injustice.

Together, we are Uniting Against Poverty and walking
alongside vulnerable communities as they build stronger,
more sustainable futures.

Please donate today.
You can support Project Compassion 2026 through the
donation boxes, envelopes or
by scanning the QR code.
Or online at:
Or by calling: 1800 024 413

— & | Thank you for standing with =]
Thank ‘7:9“ v us, as we Unite Against
Poverty this Lent.

Poverty this Le

[

DIOCESAN CHOIR

Sending out an invitation to all those people who are
interested in joining the Wollongong Diocesan Choir.
The choir prepares music for special Diocesan Masses
where all parishes are invited to attend. Rehearsals are
on a Monday night in the lead up to a celebration,
between 7pm-8.30pm. Rehearsals are usually held in the
St Francis Xavier Cathedral, Wollongong.

If you are interested in being involved, email the

Diocesan Choir Director, Angela Quinn, with details of
your name, email and parish that you attend.
guinna0l@dow.catholic.edu.au

APPIN MASSACRE MEMORIAL

This year is the 210th Anniversary of the Appin
Massacre which occurred on 17 April 1816. Our
annual memorial service will be held on Sunday, 19
April 2026 at Cataract Dam from 11:00am — 3:30pm.
We would like to encourage everyone to come to the
Appin Massacre Memorial as a sign of respect for the
Dharawal people who were killed in the Massacre on
the 17 April 1816, and to the descendants of the sur-
vivors. It is a family friendly day. The day begins with
a free sausage sizzle. We encourage bringing a hat,
sunscreen, water bottle, and walking shoes for the
short walk down the hill from the picnic ground to the
dam wall. Some event buses will be available for
those unable to walk. Once there, we hold a short
ceremony, including a smoking ceremony, dancing by
local Aboriginal dance groups, and didgeridoo playing.
It is important that we continue our efforts at truth
telling and reconciliation.

CATHOLIC CHAPLAINCY AT UOW

UOW students and staff are warmly invited to
become involved with the UOW Catholic Society.
Join us for Mass and lunch, 12:30pm Thursdays
during semester in the Building 11 Clubs Room.

See @uowcathsoc on social media to find out more.

ASIST Workshop - Monday 20 April - Tuesday 21 April
8.30am - 4.30pm both days

Location: 36 Harbour Street Wollongong, NSW 2500
CatholicCare is an accredited provider of LivingWorks
Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training (ASIST). It is
two-day in-person workshop where you’ll learn how to
recognise when someone may be thinking about sui-
cide, and how to provide a skilled intervention and de-
velop a safety plan with the person to connect them
to further support.

To book call Rita Maher on 0458 472 983 or email

ritam@-catholiccare.dow.org.au
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18/19 April 1st reader 2nd reader Extraordinary Minister Counters
L Negro
Sat 5pm A Harnett M Harnett L Mammone, S Druery, A Johnston
S Parker
Sun 7.30am A Peeyer Ri Gilmore D Clegg, M Whatman, Ru Gilmore
Sun 9.30am P Udeh L Foy E Gill, M Fleming, L Negro
Sun 6pm H Knowles J Knowles
MASS TIMES
Baptisms — Sundays 11am. Bookings through parish
office. Tuesday Mass S5pm
Marriages — Please contact Priest 6 months prior to
wedding date. Wednesday Mass 9.30am
Nursing Home Masses :
M
St Luke’s NH: 1st Tue of month at 10.45am Thursday ass 9.30am
Followed by
William Beach NH: 2nd Wed of month at 2pm Benediction
Sick Calls — Please contact Fr Francis or the parish office. Friday Mass 9.30am
Wollongong Hospital Chaplain — Fr Joseph - 0475 815 506
R iliati
West Dapto Catholic Cemetery - Plots are for sale. Saturday econcligion { 11am - 12pm
Please contact the Parish Office. Rosary 4.30pm
Mass 5pm
THE ORDER OF THE MASS - QR CODE sunday o  oom
Anyone who would like to follow the mass which is 9.30am - (Children’s
generally is available from the cards and Tyl
the end of the pews at the entrance of [} épm
the church, can now scan the QR code
and follow the mass using your device. Baptisms Every Sunday 11am

Would you like to join in planned giving to support our Parish?

Yes / Not now
Please see Fr Francis or contact the office on 4261 1315

Thank yow for making a ddference to-owr Parish

Welcome to St John’s!
Are you new to our Parish? Have you registered at the office that you attend our church?
Please feel free to inform us of your arrival in our Parish as we would love to know that you are here and get to know you.
Please feel free to complete this form and return it to the office or place it in one of the collections at mass.
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